
Practice Week 9 
May 1 – May 5, 2018 

 
 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the visual and auditory characteristics of the following species: 

 House Finch 

 Warbling Vireo 
 
Visual ID: I’ve provided video and field guide links, and specific characteristics to look for that will help you tell the 
three species apart.  

Species Code Characteristics to look for Video/Field Guide Links 

House Finch HOFI  Small-bodied finch, fairly large beak 

 Very social, often seen in groups 

 Females drab gray-brown with indistinct 
streaks 

 Males have orange-red head, chest, and rump 
(brightest red in forehead) 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/House_Finch/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/416315 

Warbling Vireo WAVI  Small, chunky songbirds – medium-sized for 
vireos, with a round head and thick, straight, 
slightly-hooked bill 

 Gray-olive above and whitish below, washed 
on the sides with yellow 

 White “eyebrow” above eye 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Warbling_Vireo/id 
 
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Warbling_Vireo/videos 
 
 

 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted. After 
getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. It will be easier 
for you to become familiar with and remember the songs if you hear them straight from a bird’s mouth (especially 
if you can see the bird who is singing)! Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual 
birds- try to listen to as many different songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 House Finch HOFI Listen to the long, jumbled warbling song of the house finch. It 
often ends with a harsher or burry upward or downward slur. 
The tempo of the song is fairly slow, and the tone is a little 
rough or burry. 

2 Warbling Vireo WAVI The WAVI song is a rapid, undulating song that usually 
concludes with an accented high note. It might sound like 
“higglety-pigglety-pigglety-pigglety-PIK!”  
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