
Practice Week 9 
April 25 – April 29, 2016 

 
 
Goal: This is a review week- there will be no new species! Review the visual and auditory characteristics of the 
following species: 

 Black-billed Magpie 

 Song Sparrow 

 Downy Woodpecker 

 Hairy Woodpecker 

 Spotted Towhee 

 Green-tailed Towhee 
 
Visual ID: Review the video and field guide links for specific characteristics to look for as you remind yourself how 
to visually identify these birds. 

Species Code Characteristics to look for Video/Field Guide Links 

Black-billed Magpie BBMA  Large bird with a long tail and broad wings 

 Black and white, with distinctive flashing 
white wing patches when it flies 

 Sometimes you can see the glossy 
iridescent blue/green color on wings 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org
/guide/Black-billed_Magpie/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vid
eo/454286 

Song Sparrow SOSP  Often hangs out in low shrubs or grasses, 
especially in wet areas 

 Stocky sparrow with long tail, round head, 
and stout bill 

 Red/gray and streaky overall with course 
streaking on chest that converge into a 
dark spot in the middle of their breast 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org
/guide/Song_Sparrow/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vid
eo/483681 
 
 

Downy Woodpecker DOWO  Small woodpecker with a very short bill 

 Black above with white spots, whitish back 

 Males have red patch on back of head 
To differentiate from the Hairy Woodpecker: 

 Smaller 

 Bill is much shorter 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org
/guide/Downy_Woodpecker/i
d 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vid
eo/484193 

Hairy Woodpecker HAWO  Large woodpecker with similar coloring to 
the downy woodpecker 

 Erect, straight-backed posture (looks 
soldierly) 

To differentiate from the Downy Woodpecker: 

 Larger overall 

 Larger bill – almost as long as its entire 
head 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org
/guide/Hairy_Woodpecker/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vid
eo/469711 
 

Spotted Towhee SPTO  A large, stocky sparrow with a long tail 

 Often seen hopping on the ground or in 
dense shrubs 

 Black hood with dark upperparts and white 
markings on wings 

 Flanks are rufous with a white belly 

 White corners are seen on the tail when 
flying 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org
/guide/Spotted_Towhee/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vid
eo/448052 
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Green-tailed 
Towhee 

GTTO  Chunky sparrow (smaller than the SPTO) 
with a big head and long tail. 

 Forage on the ground or in dense shrubs. 

 Very distinctive olive-yellow wings, back, 
and tail with a rufous crown and white 
throat. 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org
/guide/Green-
tailed_Towhee/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vid
eo/448057 
 
 

 
Auditory ID: Below you can review recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen 
through the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Black-billed Magpie BBMA Magpie’s have a very nasal, rising call note. They seem to say 
“Mag? Mag? Mag?”  

2 Song Sparrow SOSP SOSP often have 3 very bouncy introductory syllables which are 
followed by a complex series of notes and trills. 

3 Downy Woodpecker DOWO The Downy’s characteristic call note is a flat “pick.” They also 
have a descending whinny- notice that this whinny goes down 
in pitch at the end.  

4 Hairy Woodpecker HAWO The Hairy’s characteristic call note is a sharp “peek!” (sharper 
than the Downy). They also have an even-pitched rattle, which 
is lower and stays on the same pitch (rather than going down in 
pitch like the Downy) 

5 Spotted Towhee SPTO SPTO usually have 2 identical introductory notes followed by a 
buzzy, rapid trill. “chup-chup-zeeeeeee.” Be careful- sometimes 
they leave off the introductory notes. 

6 Green-tailed Towhee GTTO Several short introductory notes followed by two or more 
whistles and trills. The song is much more variable, bouncier 
and more whistled than the SPTO. They also have a thin, high, 
mew call note. 
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