
Practice Week 7 
 

 
 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the visual and auditory characteristics of the following species: 

 Song Sparrow 

 Spotted Towhee 
 
Visual ID: I’ve provided video and field guide links, and specific characteristics to look for that will help you tell the 
three species apart.  

Species Code Characteristics to look for Video/Field Guide Links 

Song Sparrow SOSP  Often hangs out in low shrubs or grasses, 
especially in wet areas 

 Stocky sparrow with long tail, round head, and 
stout bill 

 Red/gray and streaky overall with course 
streaking on chest that converge into a dark 
spot in the middle of their breast 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Song_Sparrow/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/483681 
 
 

Spotted 
Towhee 

SPTO  A large, stocky sparrow with a long tail 

 Often seen hopping on the ground or in dense 
shrubs 

 Black hood with dark upperparts and white 
markings on wings 

 Flanks are rufous with a white belly 

 White corners are seen on the tail when flying 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Spotted_Towhee/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/448052 
 
 

 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted. After 
getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. It will be easier 
for you to become familiar with and remember the songs if you hear them straight from a bird’s mouth (especially 
if you can see the bird who is singing)! Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual 
birds- try to listen to as many different songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Song Sparrow SOSP SOSP often have ~3 very bouncy introductory syllables which 
are followed by a complex series of notes and trills. The call 
note is a warm, rounded “Chimp!” 

2 Spotted Towhee SPTO SPTO usually have 2 identical introductory notes followed by a 
buzzy, rapid trill. “chup-chup-zeeeeeee.” Be careful- sometimes 
they leave off the introductory notes. They also have a cat-like, 
short, “mew” call. The song is much simpler than the two 
sparrow songs you are learning this week.  
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