
Practice Week 6 
April 10 – April 14, 2017 

 
 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the visual and auditory characteristics of the following species: 

 American Robin 

 Western Tanager 

 Black-headed Grosbeak 
 
Visual ID: I’ve provided video and field guide links, and specific characteristics to look for that will help you tell the 
three species apart.  

Species Code Characteristics to look for Video/Field Guide Links 

American 
Robin 

AMRO  Large and sturdy bird with long legs and a 
fairly long tail 

 Red-orange breast, grayish back 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/American_Robin/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/481186 
 

Western 
Tanager 

WETA  Stocky, but small tanager with a relatively 
short tail, small bill, and long, pointed wings. 

 Adult males are yellow with black wings, two 
white wingbars, and orange-red heads 

 Females are slightly duller with red only on 
front of face and a more yellow-green body 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Western_Tanager/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/464885 
 

Black-headed 
Grosbeak 

BHGR  Stocky bird with a large head, very large bill 

 Often hopping about in dense foliage. 

 Breeding males are orange with a black head 
and black-and-white wings 

 Females/immature males are brown with 
orange/buff on breast 

 All have bright yellow under their wings 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Black-headed_Grosbeak/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/464826 
 

 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted. After 
getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. It will be easier 
for you to become familiar with and remember the songs if you hear them straight from a bird’s mouth (especially 
if you can see the bird who is singing)! Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual 
birds- try to listen to as many different songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 American Robin AMRO AMRO’s song is a series of ~10 whistles that rise and fall in 
pitch and are delivered at a steady rhythm. The phrasing can be 
thought of as “cheerily, cheer up, cheer up, cheerily, cheer up” 

2 Western Tanager WETA WETA’s song is similar to the AMRO, but the tone is rougher, 
and the song often has “chuddle-dit” call notes interspersed 
throughout.  

3 Black-headed Grosbeak BHGR This track starts with the characteristic BHGR call note which 
sounds like the squeak of shoes on the gym floor. Though it has 
similar phrasing to the AMGO, their song is much quicker and 
more excited than the AMRO. 
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