
Practice Week 5 
April 3 – April 7, 2017 

 
 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the visual and auditory characteristics of the following two species: 

 Black-billed Magpie 

 Black-capped Chickadee 

 European Starling 
 
Visual ID: I’ve provided video and field guide links, and specific characteristics to look for that will help you tell the 
two species apart.  
 

Species Code Characteristics to look for Video/Field Guide Links 

Black-billed 
Magpie 

BBMA  Large bird with a long tail and broad wings 

 Black and white, with distinctive flashing 
white wing patches when it flies 

 Sometimes you can see the glossy iridescent 
blue/green color on wings 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Black-billed_Magpie/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/454286 

Black-capped 
Chickadee 

BCCH  Small, round bird with oversized round head 

 Bouncy flight, very active and curious 

 Black cap and bib with white cheeks 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Black-capped_Chickadee/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/471330 

European 
Starling 

EUST  Chunky blackbird with a short, stubby tail and 
long, slender beak 

 When flying, their wings are short and 
pointed, making them looking like four-
pointed stars (hence their name) 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/European_Starling/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/482897 

 

Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted. After 
getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. It will be easier 
for you to become familiar with and remember the songs if you hear them straight from a bird’s mouth (especially 
if you can see the bird who is singing)! Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual 
birds- try to listen to as many different songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Black-billed Magpie BBMA Magpie’s have a very nasal, rising call note. They seem to say 
“Mag? Mag? Mag?”  

2 Black-capped Chickadee BCCH First listen to the sweet, two-note “Fee-bee” song. Next, hear 
the harsher and quick “chick-a-dee-dee-dee-dee” call  

3 European Starling EUST EUST can make all sorts of different noises, and they often 
imitate other birds. Be careful when you are out in the field to 
make sure the bird you are hearing isn’t a just a EUST doing 
some mimicry! Their song is mainly harsh rattling and high, 
thin, slurred whistles. Listen especially for the, high, squeaky or 
wheezy notes, and the characteristic “wolf whistle”.  
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