
Practice Week 4 
March 21 – March 25, 2016 

 
 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the visual and auditory characteristics of the following two species: 

 Spotted Towhee 

 Green-tailed Towhee 
 
 
Visual ID:  This week you will learn to distinguish the two Towhees that we have in this area. I’ve provided video 
and field guide links, and specific characteristics to look for as you learn to identify these two birds 
 

Species Code Characteristics to look for Video/Field Guide Links 

Spotted Towhee SPTO  A large, stocky sparrow with a long tail 

 Often seen hopping on the ground or 
in dense shrubs 

 Black hood with dark upperparts and 
white markings on wings 

 Flanks are rufous with a white belly 

 White corners are seen on the tail 
when flying 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/S
potted_Towhee/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/video/4480
52 
 
 

Green-tailed 
Towhee 

GTTO  Chunky sparrow (smaller than the 
SPTO) with a big head and long tail. 

 Forage on the ground or in dense 
shrubs. 

 Very distinctive olive-yellow wings, 
back, and tail with a rufous crown and 
white throat. 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/
Green-tailed_Towhee/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/video/4480
57 
 
 

 

Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Spotted Towhee SPTO SPTO usually have 2 identical introductory notes followed by a 
buzzy, rapid trill. “chup-chup-zeeeeeee.” Be careful- sometimes 
they leave off the introductory notes. 

2 Green-tailed Towhee GTTO Several short introductory notes followed by two or more 
whistles and trills. The song is much more variable, bouncier 
and more whistled than the SPTO. They also have a thin, high, 
mew call note. 
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http://macaulaylibrary.org/video/448052
http://macaulaylibrary.org/video/448052
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Green-tailed_Towhee/id
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