
Practice Week 3 
March 14 – March 18, 2016 

 
 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the visual and auditory characteristics of the following four species: 

 Black-billed Magpie 

 Song Sparrow 

 Downy Woodpecker 

 Hairy Woodpecker 
 
 
Visual ID:  Most of these species are common birds in urban areas (although it may be a little harder for you to find 
a Hairy Woodpecker than the others), and it is possible that you will see them in your own neighborhood. Try to go 
outside and look for these birds to get a better understanding of their shape, size, movement patterns, and 
behavior. I’ve provided video and field guide links, and specific characteristics to look for as you learn to identify 
the species in this group. 
 

Species Code Characteristics to look for Video/Field Guide Links 

Black-billed 
Magpie 

BBMA  Large bird with a long tail and broad wings 

 Black and white, with distinctive flashing 
white wing patches when it flies 

 Sometimes you can see the glossy iridescent 
blue/green color on wings 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Black-billed_Magpie/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/454286 

Song Sparrow SOSP  Often hangs out in low shrubs or grasses, 
especially in wet areas 

 Stocky sparrow with long tail, round head, and 
stout bill 

 Red/gray and streaky overall with course 
streaking on chest that converge into a dark 
spot in the middle of their breast 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Song_Sparrow/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/483681 
 
 

Downy 
Woodpecker 

DOWO  Small woodpecker with a very short bill 

 Black above with white spots and whitish back 

 Males have red patch on back of head 
To differentiate from the Hairy Woodpecker: 

 Smaller 

 Bill is much shorter 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Downy_Woodpecker/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/484193 
 

Hairy 
Woodpecker 

HAWO  Large woodpecker with similar coloring to the 
downy woodpecker 

 Erect, straight-backed posture (looks soldierly) 
To differentiate from the Downy Woodpecker: 

 Larger overall 

 Larger bill – almost as long as its entire head 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/g
uide/Hairy_Woodpecker/id 
 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/vide
o/469711 
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Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted. After 
getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. Remember- bird 
songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different songs as 
possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Black-billed Magpie BBMA Magpie’s have a very nasal, rising call note. They seem to say 
“Mag? Mag? Mag?”  

2 Song Sparrow SOSP SOSP often have 3 very bouncy introductory syllables which are 
followed by a complex series of notes and trills. 

3 Downy Woodpecker DOWO This track starts with the Downy’s characteristic call note, a flat 
“pick.” Next, you hear the descending whinny- notice that this 
whinny goes down in pitch at the end.  

4 Hairy Woodpecker HAWO This track starts with the Hairy’s characteristic call note, a sharp 
“peek!” (sharper than the Downy). You then hear the even-
pitched rattle, which is lower and stays on the same pitch 
(rather than going down in pitch like the Downy) 

 


