
Mid-Elevation Species 
Advanced Practice Week 7 
April 17 – April 21, 2017 

 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following species: 

 Lazuli Bunting 

 Yellow Warbler 

 Yellow-rumped Warbler 

 Virginia’s Warbler 

 Wilson’s Warbler 

 MacGillivray’s Warbler 
 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  Groups 
or pairs of these species can be easy to confuse with one another. I will describe some ways to help yourself 
differentiate between these similar-sounding species. 

After getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Lazuli Bunting LAZB The LAZB song is a high series of warbled phrases. Listen for the 
buzzy quality to the notes at the end of the song, which will help to 
distinguish it from the YEWA. 

2 Yellow Warbler YEWA YEWA’s song has a very sweet tone. It is a series of 6-10 whistled 
notes that accelerate over the course of the song and often end on 
a rising note. A mneumonic to help remember the rhythm and 
sweet tone is “sweet-sweet-I’m-so-sweet!”  

3 Yellow-rumped 
Warbler 

YRWA The YRWA has soft, loosely spaced trill. which mostly stays on an 
even pitch, but may end with more up and down notes.  The song 
lasts about 1-3 seconds.  

4 Virginia’s Warbler VIWA The VIWA’s song consists of loose, colorless notes on nearly the 
same pitch. It is similar to the YEWA, but sounds less emphatic. 

5 Wilson’s Warbler WIWA A rapid series of notes, usually with a chattering quality, that often 
speeds up and/or drops in pitch at the end 

6 McGillivray’s Warbler MGWA The MGWA song is slower than the WIWA, with a vibrant, rolling 
quality. It often changes in pitch and speed at the end. 

 


