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Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following species: 

 American Dipper (AMDI) 

 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (BGGN) 

 Hermit Thrush (HETH) 

 Swainson’s Thrush (SWTH) 

 Pacific Wren (PAWR) 

 Red-breasted Nuthatch (RBNU) 
 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  Groups 
or pairs of these species can be easy to confuse with one another. I will describe some ways to help yourself 
differentiate between these similar-sounding species. 

After getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 American Dipper AMDI The AMDI song is clear and ringing with repeated notes. The 
phrases are high, whistled, or trilled, and repeated two to four 
times in a thrasher-like pattern. The rhythm is steady and the 
sound is very high and clear. 

2 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher BGGN The BGGN song is wheezy and harsh. Listen for the buzzy call at the 
beginning: “szeewv!” 

3 Hermit Thrush HETH The song is ethereal and flutelike, and can be distinguished from 
the Swainson’s thrush by the long introductory whistle. They also 
give a rising “zhweee” call that is demonstrated near the end of the 
recording. 

4 Swainson’s Thrush SWTH The ethereal, flute-like song is rolling, and has a rising pitch. It lacks 
the introductory note of the HETH. 

5 Pacific Wren PAWR The PAWR song is a long, complex, and rapid series of high, tinkling 
trills and buzzes.  

6 Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 

RBNU The RBNU sings a series of nasal, hornlike notes. Some might say 
they sound like they are playing a tiny tin trumpet. 

 


