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Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following species: 

 Chipping Sparrow 

 Dark-eyed Junco 

 Orange-crowned Warbler 

 Belted Kingfisher 

 Black-billed Magpie 

 Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay 
 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  Groups 
or pairs of these species can be easy to confuse with one another. I will describe some ways to help yourself 
differentiate between these similar-sounding species. 

After getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Chipping Sparrow CHSP The CHSP has a long, dry rattle. Although it can be confused with 
the DEJU song- CHSPs tend to sound much more toneless and dry 
(like an insect) than the DEJU. 

2 Dark-eyed Junco DEJU The Dark-eyed junco has a sweet trill. Although it can be confused 
with the song of the Chipping Sparrow song, the Junco’s song tends 
to be sweeter, and more musical in tone. You may even be able to 
hear a slight inflection as the tone rises and then falls subtly 
throughout the song. 

3 Orange-crowned 
Warbler 

OCWA The trill of the OCWA sounds almost like a horse’s whinny- it has a 
slight change in pitch within the phrase (usually downward), and 
almost sounds as if the trill is running out of steam at the end. 

4 Belted Kingfisher BEKI The BEKI call is a long, uneven, clattering rattle. 

5 Black-billed Magpie BBMA Magpie’s have a very nasal, rising call note. They seem to say 
“Mag? Mag? Mag?” 

6 Woodhouse’s Scrub-
Jay 

WOSJ WOSJ are very vocal and have many different calls in their 
repertoire. The notes tend to be harsh, drawn-out, and higher 
pitched than the calls of Steller’s Jays. You may hear them make a 
loud, throaty “jayy?” or “jree?” or a series of “check-check-check” 
notes linked together. 

 


