
Mid-Elevation Species 
Advanced Practice Week 2 
March 13 – March 17, 2017 

 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following five species: 

 Downy Woodpecker 

 Spotted Towhee 

 Green-tailed Towhee 

 Black-capped Chickadee 

 Mountain Chickadee 
 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  Groups 
or pairs of these species can be easy to confuse with one another. I will describe some ways to help yourself 
differentiate between these similar-sounding species. 

After getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Downy Woodpecker DOWO This track starts with the Downy’s characteristic call note, a flat 
“pick.” Next, you hear the descending whinny- notice that this 
whinny goes down in pitch at the end. 

2 Spotted Towhee SPTO SPTO usually have 2 identical introductory notes followed by a 
buzzy, rapid trill. “chup-chup-zeeeeeee.” Be careful- sometimes 
they leave off the introductory notes. They also have a cat-like, 
short, “mew” call 

3 Green-tailed Towhee GTTO Several short introductory notes followed by two or more whistles 
and trills. The song is much more variable, bouncier and more 
whistled than the SPTO. They also have a thin, high, mew call note. 

4 Black-capped 
Chickadee 

BCCH First listen to the sweet, two-note “Fee-bee” song. This song is less 
thin and more major sounding than the MOCH. Next, hear the 
harsher and quick “chick-a-dee-dee-dee-dee” call.  

5 Mountain Chickadee MOCH The song is thin, and sounds more minor than the BCCH song. Also, 
MOCH often put in more “fee’s” and “bee’s” when they sing, which 
makes their songs 3-4 syllables. 

 


