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Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following species: 

1. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
2. Bullock’s Oriole 
3. Eastern Kingbird 
4. Western Kingbird 
5. Western Meadowlark 
6. Virginia Rail 
7. Red-tailed Hawk 

 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  Groups 
or pairs of these species can be easy to confuse with one another. I will describe some ways to help yourself 
differentiate between these similar-sounding species. 

After getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher BGGN The BGGN song is wheezy and harsh. Listen for the buzzy call: 
“szeewv!” 

2 Bullock’s Oriole BUOR The BUOR has a bouncy whistled song with interspersed chattering 
sounds.  

3 Eastern Kingbird EAKI The EAKI song is very excited and rapid, with a stuttered quality- it 
sounds a little like electrical notes jumping between two wires.  

4 Western Kingbird WEKI The WEKI song is a series of fast, impulsive, bickering vocal bursts. 
It sounds like an audiotape in fast-forward. 

5 Western Meadowlark WEME The WEME song is loud, buoyant, flutelike, and melodious. 
Although the song phrasing can change between songs, the tone is 
very distinctive.  

6 Virginia Rail VIRA The VIRA gives a series of repeated “kid-dik” calls, demonstrated in 
this track. They also can give pig-like grunts.  

7 Red-tailed Hawk RTHA RTHA has a hoarse, screaming call usually given while soaring. 

 


