
 Low-Elevation Species 
Advanced Practice Week 6 
April 11 – April 15, 2016 

 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following six species: 

 Blue Grosbeak 

 Evening Grosbeak 

 Warbling Vireo 

 Black-headed Grosbeak 

 Lazuli Bunting 

 Chipping Sparrow 
 

Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  After 
getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. Remember- bird 
songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different songs as 
possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Blue Grosbeak BLGR This track starts with the BLGR song, which is a rich, musical 2-3 
second warble. It ends with the BLGR call: a sharp, metallic 
“chink!” 

2 Evening Grosbeak EVGR EVGR give sweet, piercing, regularly spaced calls, and also burry 
chip notes.  

3 Warbling Vireo WAVI The WAVI song is a rapid, undulating song that usually 
concludes with an accented high note. It might sound like 
“higglety-pigglety-pigglety-pigglety-PIK!” 

4 Black-headed Grosbeak BHGR This track starts with the characteristic BHGR call note which 
sounds like the squeak of shoes on the gym floor. Though it has 
similar phrasing, their song is much quicker and more excited 
than the AMRO. 

5 Lazuli Bunting LAZB The LAZB song is a high series of warbled phrases. Listen for the 
buzzy quality to the notes at the end of the song. 

6 Chipping Sparrow CHSP The CHSP has a long, dry rattle. Although it can be confused 
with the DEJU song- CHSPs tend to sound much more toneless 
and dry (like an insect) than the DEJU. 

 


