
Low-Elevation Species 
Advanced Practice Week 6 
April 10 – April 14, 2017 

 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following species: 

 American Robin 

 Black-headed Grosbeak 

 House Finch 

 Warbling Vireo 

 Lazuli Bunting 

 Yellow Warbler 
 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  Groups 
or pairs of these species can be easy to confuse with one another. I will describe some ways to help yourself 
differentiate between these similar-sounding species. 

After getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 American Robin AMRO AMRO’s song is a series of ~10 whistles that rise and fall in pitch 
and are delivered at a steady rhythm. The phrasing can be thought 
of as “cheerily, cheer up, cheer up, cheerily, cheer up” 

2 Black-headed 
Grosbeak 

BHGR This track starts with the characteristic BHGR call note which 
sounds like the squeak of shoes on the gym floor. Though it has 
similar phrasing to the AMGO, their song is much quicker and more 
excited than the AMRO. 

3 House Finch HOFI Listen to the long, jumbled warbling song of the house finch. It 
often ends with a harsher or burry upward or downward slur. The 
tempo of the song is fairly slow, and the tone is a little rough or 
burry. 

4 Warbling Vireo WAVI The WAVI song is a rapid, undulating song that usually concludes 
with an accented high note. It might sound like “higglety-pigglety-
pigglety-pigglety-PIK!”  

5 Lazuli Bunting LAZB The LAZB song is a high series of warbled phrases. Listen for the 
buzzy quality to the notes at the end of the song, which will help to 
distinguish it from the YEWA. 

6 Yellow Warbler YEWA YEWA’s song has a very sweet tone. It is a series of 6-10 whistled 
notes that accelerate over the course of the song and often end on 
a rising note. A mneumonic to help remember the rhythm and 
sweet tone is “sweet-sweet-I’m-so-sweet!”  

 


