
 Low-Elevation Species 
Advanced Practice Week 3 
March 21 – March 25, 2016 

 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following six species: 

 Western Meadowlark 

 Red-winged Blackbird 

 Yellow-headed Blackbird 

 Marsh Wren 

 Killdeer 

 House Sparrow 
 

Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  After 
getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. Remember- bird 
songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different songs as 
possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Western Meadowlark WEME The WEME song is loud, buoyant, flutelike, and melodious. 
Although the song phrasing can change between songs, the 
tone is very distinctive.  

2 Red-winged Blackbird RWBL This recording has the three main vocalizations you are likely to 
hear from the RWBL. It starts with the “chack” call note, then 
goes into the distinctive song: “conk-la-ree!”, and then goes 
into the downward whistled alarm “tear” 

3 Yellow-headed Blackbird YHBL The YHBL has an assortment of rough sounds, mellow whistles 
and drawn out phrases- it sounds a little like the bird is being 
strangled. They also have a low-pitched “check” call note. 

4 Marsh Wren MAWR The MAWR song has a very gurgling, rattling, sound. It sounds 
both musical and mechanical.  

5 Killdeer KILL This track captures the high and thin tone of the killdeer call, 
although they may do a variety of phrases- sometimes they 
even say their name: “kill-deer-kill-deer”  

6 House Sparrow HOSP The HOSP sings a series of nearly identical chirps, 
demonstrated in this track. They also rattle and chatter.  

 


