
High-Elevation Species 
Advanced Practice Week 5 
April 3 – April 7, 2017 

 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following species: 

 Rock Wren (ROWR) 

 Hermit Thrush (HETH) 

 Swainson’s Thrush (SWTH) 

 Red-tailed Hawk (RTHA) 

 Sharp-shinned Hawk (SSHA) 

 Golden Eagle (GOEA) 
 
Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  Groups 
or pairs of these species can be easy to confuse with one another. I will describe some ways to help yourself 
differentiate between these similar-sounding species. 

After getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Rock Wren ROWR The ROWR sings a series of buzzy, trilled, and ringing phrases, 
repeating each three to six times. Listen especially for the two-note 
phrases, which are characteristic of the ROWR. 

2 Hermit Thrush HETH The song is ethereal and flutelike, and can be distinguished from 
the Swainson’s thrush by the long introductory whistle. They also 
give a rising “zhweee” call that is demonstrated near the end of the 
recording. 

3 Swainson’s Thrush SWTH The ethereal, flute-like song is rolling, and has a rising pitch. It lacks 
the introductory note of the HETH. 

4 Red-tailed Hawk RTHA RTHA has a hoarse, screaming call usually given while soaring. 

5 Sharp-shinned Hawk SSHA The typical SSHA call is a high-pitched, frantic “kik-kik-kik-kik” 

6 Golden Eagle GOEA You are much more likely to see the GOEA than hear it, but just in 
case: the call is high, weak, and whistled. 

 


