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Advanced Practice Week 1 
March 6 – March 10, 2016 

 
Goal: Familiarize yourself with the auditory characteristics of the following six species: 

 Downy Woodpecker 

 Hairy Woodpecker 

 Northern Flicker 

 Steller’s Jay 

 Clark’s Nutcracker 
 

Auditory ID: Below you will find recordings of some typical calls and songs for this week’s species. Listen through 
the tracks and pay attention to the characteristic tone, patterns, call notes and phrasing that I have noted.  Groups 
or pairs of these species can be easy to confuse with one another. I will describe some ways to help yourself 
differentiate between these similar-sounding species. 

After getting familiar with the recordings, go outside and see if you can hear any of these songs or calls. 
Remember- bird songs vary between individuals, and even within individual birds- try to listen to as many different 
songs as possible for each species to help you learn the songs! 

Track # Species Code Characteristics to listen for 

1 Downy Woodpecker DOWO This track starts with the Downy’s characteristic call note, a flat 
“pick.” Next, you hear the descending whinny- notice that this 
whinny goes down in pitch at the end. This differentiates the 
whinny from the rattle of the HAWO, which stays on the same 
note at a fairly even pitch.  

2 Hairy Woodpecker HAWO This track starts with the Hairy’s characteristic call note, a sharp 
“peek!” (sharper than the Downy). You then hear the even-
pitched rattle, which is lower and stays on the same pitch 
(rather than going down in pitch like the Downy) 

3 Northern Flicker NOFL The recording starts with a common Flicker call note, the high 
and piercing “Clear!” or “Kyeer!” It then plays a call common 
when birds are close together and displaying: a quieter, 
rhythmic and repeated “woik-a, woik-a, woik-a”. The recording 
ends with the territorial call, a loud, rolling rattle that lasts for 7 
or 8 seconds: “wik-wik-wik-wik-wik-wik.” 

4 Steller’s Jay STJA Varied harsh calls, but some common ones are heard here. 
Listen especially for the characteristic low, harsh, and rapid 
“shook-shook-shook-shook.” 

5 Clark’s Nutcracker CLNU Like the STJA, the CLNU also makes a harsh call, but it is a long, 
“khaaa” – much more nasal and drawn-out than the sounds 
made by the STJA. 

 


